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Citizens
Concerned
About Closing
Education Gap

BY CHRISTINA DOWNS

Watson Haynes

BY JEANIE BLUE
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER
S T. P E T E R S B U R G Several influential citizens
joined with community organizations to help establish more
c h a rt er s chool sea ts for
students in Pinellas county.
Among the members joining
together to assist with
applying for more charter
school seats were Attorney
Guy Burns, Doug Tuthill,
Goliath Davis, Bill Heller and
Linda Benware.
To provide the reader a
historical perspective,
Attorney Burns is the the
attorney who represented the
plaintiffs in the C rowle y
v s . P i n e l l a s County
Schools District settlement;
Doug Tuthill is the former
Pinellas Teacher ’s Union
president and currently serves

Goliath Davis

as president of the new Step
Up for Students voucher
organization; former state representative William “Bill”
Helle r; Linda B en ware, a
former Pinellas School
District administrator who
once served as the first
principal of the charter school,
St. Petersburg Collegiate High
School; and Goliath Davis,
former City Administrator and
Deputy Mayor for the city of
St. Petersburg.
“We’re still in the process
of identifing groups interested
in applying t o b eco m e a
charter school,” Davis said.
“We’ll probably be able to
provide more information in a
couple of weeks or more,” he
added.
The group , C o n cern ed
Organiz ation fo r Qu al i t y
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WASHINGTON, D.C. ( T r i c e E d n e y Wi r e . c o m ) Economists say the recession is
over. Recent national job reports
illustrate an upward climb to
recovery. Yet these accomplishments have not effectively
reached the urban communities of
color – neither black nor
Hispanic.
This is according to the
National Urban League’s 2011
State of Black America,” which
was released last week. To
combat this painful State of Black
America in 2011, the NUL has
declared a war on unemployment.
“With overall unemployment
now at 8.9 percent and 13.7
million people still out of work …
the recovery has yet to make a
significant visit to communities
of color,” said Marc Morial,
president and CEO of the
National Urban League.
Since 1987 the NUL has
published its comprehensive
report, “The State of Black
America,” to address what
members, analysts and specialists
see as the major issue affecting
urban America for each year. Not
much has changed. Last year it
was “Responding to the Jobs
Crisis”. This year, the issue is
“jobs, jobs, jobs”.
The report, which is both
published in hard copy book form
for sale and provided for free
online, illustrates a devastated
urban America. Black unemployment is at 15.5 percent as of the

March jobs report by the US
Bureau of Labor. Of those 13.7
unemployed Americans, 8
percent are white and 12 percent
are Latino, according to the
report. In addition, the report
predicts a job loss count of
500,000 to 800,000 due to a
proposed $61 billion cut in the
federal budget.
The statistics illustrate a
reality that has permeated and
affected other aspects of
American life, such as healthcare, international trade,
education, housing and transportation. They are all a “jobs
issue,” Morial said.
Boasting its history as a “dotank” the SOBA report – released
this year during a town hall
meeting at Howard university presents statistical data about
unemployment. But it also offers
solutions in its 12-point plan,
“Jobs Rebuild America: Putting
Urban America Back to Work”.
The plan outlines needed initiatives from state, local and
federal governments such as
direct job creation and the
renewal of the Youth Summer
Jobs Program. The plan also
promotes the development of a
jobs initiative that creates
positions in technology and
broadband, health care, and clean
energy.
AT&T and the NUL are
working in cooperation to
address the broadband gap in
urban areas. The mobile corporation sponsored the unveiling of
the State of Black America

Marc Morial, President and CEO of the National Urban League

March 31.
Vice President of AT&T’s
Business Solutions, Xavier
Wi l l i a m s , l a b e l e d a m o r e
universal internet access and
broadband job creation as a
solution to job training,
education, and health care. These
initiatives, Williams said, help to
promote the “power of communication,” which can greatly help

black Americans “learn a new
trade so that they can be productive in the community.”
To further discuss the implications of the report and brainstorm solutions to the issues, the
NUL hosted a panel at the Town
Hall. Moderated by journalists

AMERICA
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BY JASMIN K. WILLIAMS
SPECIAL TO THE NNPA
FROM THE NEW YORK
AMSTERDAM NEWS
WASHINGTON, D.C. Education over incarceration is the
message of a report released by the
NAACP. The nation’s oldest civil
rights organization is challenging
Am eri ca t o re-ev al u at e i t s
spending priorities in the report,
titled “Misplaced Priorities: Under
Educate, Over Incarcerate,” which
was introduced at the National
Press Club in Washington, D.C.
The NAACP report calls attention
to the proven fact that excessive
spending on housing prisoners
undermines education and public
safety.
This message will be reiterated in a forthcoming billboard
campaign calling out the fact that
one-fourth of the world’s prisons
are located in America, while the

country accounts for just five
percent of the world’s population
overall. In short, America’s
“tough on crime” policies have
failed.
Not surprisingly, most of those
housed in the prison system—
some 2.3 million—are people of
color. Half of all state and federal
prisoners meet the criteria for drug
abuse or dependency. These
inmates would be better served
with treatment programs, a more
successful and economical alternative to incarceration. It costs
money to sustain the prison
system—lots of it. The NAACP
says that this money can and must
be better spent.
Bronx District Attorney
Robert T. Johnson said, “I have
always been of the mind that, in
the long run, if we want to get a
handle on crime, we must commit
to improving education and job
opportunities. Prevention and

rehabilitation have to go hand in
hand with deterrence.”
Here are some facts from the
report:
•In 2009, as the nation’s
economy collapsed into depression, funding for K-12 and higher
education fell while 33 states put
more money into prisons than they
had the previous year.
•The Pew Center on the States
found that five states spent as
much or more on prisons as they
did on education, and that 28 states
were spending 50 cents on prisons
for every dollar spent on
education.
•The cost of just two years of
incarceration is staggering; by
2010, taxpayers in Texas will
spend $175 million on prisoners
sentenced in 2008 from 10 of
Houston’s 75 neighborhoods, 10
percent of the city’s population.
In Pennsylvania, the cost is $290
million to imprison residents from

11 neighborhoods. New York will
spend more than half a billion
dollars — $539 million — to
imprison residents from 24 neighborhoods. While these inmates
represent a mere 16 percent of the
city’s adult population, the state
will exhaust nearly half of its $1.1
billion budget to incarcerate them.
•These high levels of incarceration have a direct impact on
education performance in these
communities; in Los Angeles, 67
percent of the lowest-performing
schools are in neighborhoods with
high incarceration rates. In Texas,
the rate is 83 percent while in
Philadelphia the rate is 66 percent.
With these facts on the table,
the NAACP has called for a downsizing of the prison system and for
those funds to be reinvested in
education.

EDUCATION
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Mayor Marion Barry Is
Right On Educational Reform
BY GARY L.
FLOWERS
“All public
s cho ols should
be ‘choice,’and
students should be ‘chosen’”
- Reverend Jesse L. Jackson, Sr.
I read with affirmative
agreement the opinion of Marion
Barry published in the Washington
Post Sunday, April 10, entitled
“School reform has passed lowincome neighborhoods by”.
After all, Mr. Barry has strong
educational credentials on which to
base his opinion. Prior to his distinguished political career as mayor of
Washington D.C.—and revitalizing
the nation’s capital in economic
development—he was a grade-A
scholar and student leader. In 1959,
Barry was the top chemistry student
in his home state of Mississippi, and
later a chemistry major at Fisk
University. As a student leader, Mr.
Barry was selected to attend Boy’s
Nation, where he met political
geniuses in persona of Reverend
Jesse L. Jackson, Sr. and Mayor
Willie Brown. The three in their own
right would contribute mightily to
educational reform in Illinois,

California, in particular, and the
entire nation in general.
I concur with Mayor Barry’s philosophy that the most educationally
needy public school districts in
America should receive the most
funding. We can look no further than
the example of water seeping
through the cracks of a leaky wall.
Wise is the repairer who addresses
the portions of the wall with
breaches. The same is true for educational reform. For starters, school
districts in the most need should
receive the most money. In the
nation’s capital and throughout
America “school reform” has bypassed the poor.
Instead, in many public school
districts, neighborhoods with the
highest per capita income receive the
most funding based on a property
real estate formula. Such formulas
are inherently weighted to the
wealthy. For example, the so-called
school reform plan proposed by
former D.C. mayor Adrian Fenty and
former school Chancellor Michelle
Rhee put low-income neighborhoods
in the back of the proverbial funding
class. For example, $225 million
dollars in D.C. went to wealthy
wards, while only $93 million was

received in poorer wards.
To add insult to injury, Fenty and
Rhee promoted private corporations
(Wall Mart etc.) to provide funding
for charter schools in Washington on
the flimsy legal distinction that
charter schools are technically public
schools. Not really. Charter schools
have investors who seek a return on
their financial investment. When Mr.
Barry and those of us who “smelled a
rat” voted to unseat Adrian Fenty
(and thus Michelle Rhee) Wal-Mart
threatened to retract its funding offer
to the D.C. public schools unless the
new mayor, Vincent Gray, retained
Michelle Rhee. Michelle Rhee’s
contract was not renewed and now
she has been hired by the New Jersey
Department of Education with the
aid of Facebook founder Mark
Zuckerberg’s private money. The
irritating irony is that the disparity of
funding and the wooing of private
dollars for public education in
Washington, D.C. have taken place
under the nose of the United States
Department of Education.
Nationally, the federal government only contributes 9 percent of all
funding for public education in
America. Nearly every industrial
country around the world fully funds

its public school system except the
United States. America cannot educationally compete with world
powers such as China and India
without a fully funded public school
system.
Mr. Barry makes a compelling
point that effective school reform
should be the establishment and
development of high quality schools
in every neighborhood, to include a
set of goals and programs aimed at
greatly reducing truancy and
dropouts while increasing graduation
rates.
Yet, I believe in even more structural educational reform in the
United States. Congress should enact
a Constitutional Amendment to
make an equal and high quality
education an individual right of all
children, regardless of resources (via
existing legislation sponsored by
Congressman Jesse L. Jackson, Jr.
[D-IL] and articulated in his book, A
More Perfect Union). Furthermore,
the White House and Congress
should at least support and enact, legislation that will significantly raise
the percentage of federal funding for
public education. Both are critical in
ensuring equal educational opportunity for every American student.

Readership: 100,000 monthly
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lead the world from racial antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race, creed or color, his human
and legal rights. Hating no man, fearing no man... the
Black Press strives to help every man in the firm belief
that all men are hurt as long as anyone is held back.
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Each time we look at your picture
You seem to smile and say
Don't be sad but courage take
And love each other for my sake
~~
We think of you in silence
We often speak your name
What would we give
to hear your voice
And see your face again
~~
There are some we meet in passing
And forget as soon as they go
There are some
we remember with pleasure
And feel honoured and
privileged to know
~~
You were that kind of person
Who leaves beautiful
memories behind
And there are many days
Which you bring fond
memories to mind.
Neva, Leatha and Cedric
And Lifetime Friends
of St. Petersburg
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COMMUNITY NEWS
SBA Issues Disaster
Loan Declaration
PINELLAS COUNTY The Small Business
Administration (SBA) has
issued a disaster loan declaration for Pinellas, Hardee,
Hillsborough, Manatee, Pasco
and Polk counties based on the
impact of the March 31 tornado
outbreak. This clears the way
for low-interest federal loans
to affected business owners.
Under this declaration,
qualified businesses may be
eligible for business disaster loans
to repair or replace disasterdamaged real estate or property.
SBA can also lend additional
funds to businesses to help with
the cost of making improvements
that protect, prevent or minimize
the same type of disaster damage
from occurring in the future.
Importantly, this declaration also
makes available the SBA’s

EDUCATION

continued from front page
“The first stage is to move
beyond ‘tough-on-crime
policies’ that have been a proven
failure and adopt ‘smarter crime’
policies that have been a proven
success,” said NAACP President
and CEO Benjamin Todd
Jealous. “The state of New York
has been going down this road
for a while, most recently with
the evisceration of the
Rockefeller Drug Laws last year.
But, it’s a trend that’s needed in
states throughout the country.
“Over the past decade, New
York’s prison population has
fallen and crime has gone down

Economic Injury Disaster Loan
program to eligible small businesses and most private, nonprofit organizations of any size to
help meet working capital needs
caused by the disaster.
Loan amounts and terms are
set by the SBA and are based
on each applicant’s financial
condition. Loan applications for
physical damage can be filed until
the close of business June 6, and
economic injury applications can
be filed until the close of business
Jan. 9.
A Pinellas County SBA
Disaster Loan Office will be
established at Largo’s Southwest
Recreation Complex at 13120
Vonn Road. This center will be
open Tuesday, April 12, through
Saturday, April 16, from 10 a.m.
to 7 p.m. daily. The SBA recommends reviewing the application,

forms and documentation
necessary to apply for a disaster
loan before arriving at the office.
Businesses can find this information at www.sba.gov/content/
fact-sheet-businesses-all-sizes.
Pinellas County businesses
with questions regarding SBA
Disaster Loans or the process for
filing applications for loans,
should contact the Small
Business Development Center of
Pinellas County at (727) 4537200. Pinellas County Economic
Development will post information regarding this program at
http://www.pced.org/disaster.
Disaster loan information
and application forms may also
be obtained by calling the SBA’s
Customer Service Center at (800)
659-2955, by emailing disastercustomerservice@sba.gov.

about 16 percent, while in
Florida the prison population
has continued to rise precipitously during that same time and
crime has gone up about 16
percent. You can find experiences like that across the country
that debunk this myth that took
hold in the ’90s that the best way
to re duce c ri m e was t o
warehouse criminals and law
violators, no matter how small
the infraction, or how nonviolent
the crime,” Jealous told the
Amsterdam News. “The first
goal is to shift states from failed
policies that have resulted in the
mass incarceration of citizens
toward proven policies that tend
to incarcerate less, cost less, and

make us safer. We call those
smarter crime policies.
“The second is to send the
savings to the public university
system and the public education
system more generally,” he said.
“As you look across the
country at various states over the
past three to four decades, state
prison systems developed these
‘tough-on-crime’ policies that
resulted in over incarceration.
You see the percentage of the
state budget devoted to prisons
go up and the percentage devoted
to paying for public higher
education go down.”
To be continued in next
weeks edition of The Weekly
Challenger.
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Why Do Some Parents Choose
Charter Schools?
RONALD W. HOLMES,
PH.D.
WASHINGTON D.C. (Tr i c e E d n e y Wi r e . c o m ) Curtis Mayfield’s song lyrics,
“If you had a choice of colors,
which one would you choose
my brothers”, may be applied
in the colors of people’s houses,
appliances, furniture, cars,
clothing or Greek organizations.
S im i l a r l y, t h e c i v i l r i g h t s
movement provided Americans
many choices or opportunities
to enhance their standard of
living.
Some of these choices
included hotel preferences such
as Holiday Inn and Hyatt
Regency; dining preferences
such as Bahama Breeze and
Pappadeaux; gas preferences
such as Shell and Chevron and
airlines preferences such as
Delta and Southwest.
Depending on the quality of
t he s e p r o d u c t s , c o s t s a n d
services, people may become
customers of these companies
and encourage other people to
patronize them too.
As a result of the Brown v.
Board of Education ruling,
parents have the choice to allow
their children an opportunity to
attend traditional public schools
in their communities. These
schools, however, must offer
students a quality education.
When they do not, parents have
the right to choose other alternatives to educate their children.
One alternative is a charter

school. Without micromanagement by the government, this
type of school is operated as a
school district, part of a school
district, for-profit organization
or non-profit organization. With
this in mind, the question to be
asked is, why do some parents
choose charter schools for their
children? Are charter schools
meeting the academic needs of
students compared to traditional
public schools?
According to the National
Center for Education Evaluation
(NCEE), there are over 5,000
charter schools serving 1.5
million students, representing
three percent of all public
schools in 40 states and the
District of Columbus. Charter
schools are the largest vehicles
for school choice to parents in
A m e r i c a ’s p u b l i c s c h o o l s ,
according to the Center for
Research on Education
Outcomes (CREDO). Without
an alternative to public
education, parents might be
restricted to having their
children attend low performing
traditional public schools in
their communities.
Charter schools were first
originated in 1991 through the
passing of legislation in
Minnesota. These schools are
given more autonomy than traditional public schools to create
innovative curricula, programs
and services to meet the needs
of specific students. They are
responsible for improving
students’ achievement

according to established goals
of their charters or contracts as
negotiated between the
governing bodies such as local
school boards, state education
agencies, universities, and
business organizations. They
must meet the goals of the
charters in order to continue
operating.
While some parents are
choosing charter schools to
educate their children, the
findings of CREDO research
notes different performance
levels based on the type of
students attending the schools.
C h a r t e r s c h o o l s o rg a n i z e d
around a mission to teach the
most economically disadvantaged students; in particular
seem to have developed
expertise in serving these communities.
In fact, these students, along
with English Language
Learners (ELL) students,
performed better than traditional public school students in
reading and mathematics. This
is supported by a study
conducted by the NCEE with
regard to charter schools
students’ performance in mathematics from low socioeconomic families. It is also
supported by the findings of
C.K. Steele-Leroy Collins
Charter Middle School in
Tallahassee, one of the first
charter schools in Florida

CHARTER
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Omega Psi Phi Participates
In St. Pete Grand Prix
BY JAMES JACKSON JR
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER
ST. PETERSBURG – April
11-The Brothers of Omega Psi
Phi remain on the move. The
Eta Rho Chapter of Omega Psi
Phi
provided
community
support to the Grand Prix
through Lundy’s Catering as the
official event concessionaire.
The chapter participated during
the entire event providing outstanding community support.
Omegas pictured with the Saturday winners, from left to right; Spencer Pigot, Petri Suvanto
and Luca Forgeois are Brothers, Frank Brunson, Derek Cooper (event planner),
Randy Lewis, Ben Williams, Malcolm Flakes and Jamal Gallon.

Caring
for the

Soul

BY VIKKI T. GASKIN-BUTLER, M.DIV., PH.D.
We all have a presence. When you arrive and
others see you, how do they respond? What
presence do you bring? I recently presented a
sermon about one of the sayings attributed to Jesus
in the New Testament Christian text, John 9:4. The
King James Version of the text reads, “I must work
the works of him that sent me while it is day: the
night cometh when no man can work.” I talked
about the presence Jesus brought to the situation in
which he found himself.
Many Christians view Jesus as a bearer of light
in a dark, messy world. In the situation in John 9,
Jesus restored a man’s sight. His presence and
actions brought hope to a man who was blind from
birth. After reflecting on this text, I challenged
myself and the congregation to be bearers of light
in the many difficult circumstances in which we
find ourselves. When someone you know is going

through a difficult time, are you the person who
brings hope or do you complain? I challenge you to
be a light bearer when you see a friend in distress.
Truly it is not easy to be a light bearer.
Honestly, we are not always in a state of happiness.
However, I believe it is possible to be joyful. Joy
transcends happiness because joy relates to our
presence — the essence of who we are. I believe
the essence of who we are is attached to an eternal
presence that transcends all circumstances.
Therefore, although situations may seem dire they
are only fleeting. When we focus on the part of
ourselves that is eternal, we realize that troubles
eventually pass and we can bring that awareness
into the present. That awareness is joy. My hope for
us all is that we become more aware of our connection to the eternal presence and bear light during
trying times.

eTownHall: Budget 2012 Logs
More Than 10,000 Participants
C L E A RWAT E R - T h e
Pinellas County eTownHall:
Budget 2012 engaged more than
10,532 participants in the budget
process as residents blogged,
tweeted and called in questions
about the budget process.
The live internet event, held on
April 6, logged 532 blog readers
with 156 comments posted. More
than 10,000 residents who were
called during the event stayed on
the line to listen for an average of
seven minutes.
As the Pinellas County Board
of Commissioners face reductions
of approximately $21.5 million,
community meetings and the
eTownHall have given the administrator and commissioners opportunities to gauge residents’ priorities
and to answer budget questions.
The
questions
received

CONCERNED

continued from front page
Education of Black Students,
Inc. (COQEBS), is encouragin g g r o u p s i n t e r e s t e d i n
starting a charter school to
apply and they plan to provide
technical and other assistance
to help them get through the
application process. They plan
to work to enforce the settlement that was handed down
from the Crowley case last
year, when the district agreed
to give full and prompt consideration to charter school applications that are located in and
with a focus geared toward
serving the needs of students in
the predominately black

focused on a variety of issues. In
addition to the blogs, tweets and
calls, some of the questions
included in the live event were
those posted during the March
community meetings, and emails
that have been sent to the county.
The county commissioners
and county administrator served as
panelists for the meeting, which
was held live in the county’s
Communications Department. Al
Ruechel, senior anchor for Bay
News 9, moderated.
Pinellas County is the first government in the region to integrate
the various forms of communication as part of an eTownHall event.
This is the second year that Pinellas
County produced an eTownHall to
involve residents more directly in
the budget process. In addition to
the blog, tweets and calls, there

were 65,000 calls that were made to
encourage more citizen involvement.
The live event was also aired
on Pinellas County Connection TV.
Three libraries also dedicated
computers for residents to use to
blog in questions and comments:
Tarpon
Springs,
Seminole
Community Library and St.
Petersburg Public Library, James
Weldon Johnson Branch.
The video of the event will be
available for viewing on the
eTownHall website. For more
information, go to www.pinellascounty.org/etownhall or watch a
video on the budget process at
www.youtube.com/pcctv1.
Residents can continue to
submit budget suggestions by
visiting www.pinellascounty.org/
budget.

community. The goal is to add
at least 500 new charter seats
for these students in the next
five years.
In the William Crowley
case that was filed in June
2004, Crowley sued the
Pinellas County School
District on the basis that it
failed to meet the standards of
the Florida Education Equity
Act, because, the case alleged,
“ d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y l a rg e
numbers of black students
have experienced substantial
academic difficulties in the
Pinellas County School
System.”
The settlement agreement
reached in August 2010 with
COQEBS, subsequent plain-

tiffs after Crowley withdrew,
agrees that “regardless of the
root causes for the student
achievement gap, the School
District recognizes that Article
IX, Section 1 of the Florida
Constitution states that the
ed u c a t i o n o f c h i l d r e n i n
Florida is a fundamental value
of the people of the State of
Florida and that it is a
paramount duty of the state to
establish, maintain and operate
programs necessary to educate
black students.” Recognizing
this fundamental value, the
School Board agreed to
establish, maintain and operate
programs to attempt to close
the student achievement gap.

20th Annual

Alpha Scholarship
Golf Tournament
SATURDAY, APRIL 30, 2011
PASADENA YACHT AND COUNTRY CLUB
6300 PASADENA POINT BOULEVARD, GULFPORT, FLORIDA
Check-in begins at 11:30 A.M.
Come early and practice your swing!
Shotgun Start at 1:00 P.M.
$85.00 Per Golfer
Fee includes use of driving range and
balls and a Club House dinner.
4-Person Best Ball Scramble
(USGA Rules)
AWARDS & PRIZES FOR ALL!
Men • Women • Seniors 65+

For Further Information and Entry Forms Contact:
Destry Fudge, Co-Chairman (727) 639-1084
Jim Cleaves, Co-Chairman (941) 924-4883
Sponsored By Theta Eta Lambda Education Foundation, Inc. • Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.
P.O. Box 15024, St. Petersburg, FL 33733
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COMMUNITY NEWS
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

Friday, April 15 - to May 28 - My Ticket to Tomorrow:
Word & Image Middle School Exhibition, Morean Arts
Center, 719 Central Ave., St. Petersburg, 9 a.m. - 6
p.m. Work by Pinellas County middle school students
is displayed in our 14th season of Word and Image
exhibitions. Students are challenged to imagine what
life will be like in the future, including the environment,
cities, houses and cars, books, magazines, and TV.
The theme is portrayed using visual art combined with
the written word. Visit www.moreanartscenter.org or
call 727-822-7872.
Saturday, April 16 - Recycling Regatta, North Shore
Park in St. Petersburg. The Recycling Regatta provides
an opportunity for school students of all ages to create
a water craft using recycled products and then compete
with other students their age. Sponsor funding has
made possible awarding trophies to all participants,
prizes for most creative vessels in each age group, paid
personnel such as paramedics and life guards. Visit
www.keeppinellasbeautiful.org or call 727-533-0402.

CHARTER

continued from page 3
serving African-American
students from various socioeconomic backgrounds, which
has maintained overall satisfactory performance on Florida’s
state assessment exams. To the
contrary, CREDO notes, that
“students not in poverty and
students who are not ELL on
the average, do notably worse
than the same students who
remain in the traditional public
school systems.”
President Obama promotes
charter schools as a central
component of his Education
Reform Program. He has significantly increased funding to
create more successful charter
schools, improve struggling
charter schools and eliminate
failing charter schools through
competitive grants such as the
Race to the Top. As a result,
46 states and the District of
Columbus became recipient of

these funds to improve
America’s public education by
means of charter schools and
other initiatives.
W hile c ha rt er s ch o o l s
operate without the micromanagement of the government
and are exempted from certain
local and state regulations of
traditional public schools,
ma ny of them d o n o t t ak e
advantage of a number of
federal discretionary grant
programs that could specifically support th ei r ch art ers ’
mission. For example, the U.S.
Government Accountability
Offic e re port s t h at o n l y
7 percent of America’s charter
schools applied for discretionary grant programs such as
advanced placement incentive
programs, school leadership
programs and teacher incentive
fund during the school year
2008-2009. The reasons for not
applying for the grants were
due to lack of awareness,
staffing and experience in
writing competitive grant

FORCLOSURE? We Can Help You Save Your Home!
Call us today at 727-512-8261 or Email us Today
at info@Rubinslaw.com. Don’t wait, call us NOW!

Rubin

Matthew 7:24

and Associates Law Firm, P.A.
4399 35th St. No., Suite 3P, St. Petersburg, FL 33714

www.rubinslaw.com
www.churchlaw@seminars.com

Senior Attorney
Karmika V. Rubin, Esq.

LAWSON FUNERAL HOME
AND CREMATION SERVICES
When someone dies, the most
important decision you will make
is that of selecting a funeral home
that meets your personal needs and
your financial situation.
At Lawson Funeral Home – we offer:
• A courteous and understanding staff
• Comfortable and clean facilities
• A price that is fair to you
• Services that are carried out with
dignity and respect

Lawson Funeral Home and Cremation Services
4535 Central Avenue, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Phone: (727) 623-9025 • Fax: (727) 623-9027
E-mail:lawsonfh@live.com

Where experience and service counts!

HELP WANTED
Advertising Sales Representatives
Sell advertising space, including graphic art, in
The Weekly Challenger and The Weekly Challenger
On-Line. Recommend appropriate sizes and
formats for advertising. Deliver advertising
or proofs to customers for approval.
Commission pay.

Email resume to

generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
or call 727-896-2922 for an interview.

Saturday, April 16 - Book Signing/Author Reception “Why Mommas Cry,” 4 - 6 p.m., Studio@620, 610 1st
Ave. S., St. Petersburg. Meet R.M. Shabazz, author of
"Why Mommas Cry," a plea for young men and
women to avoid the fast lane of life that landed him in
prison more than 20 years ago. For mor information,
call 727-895-6620 or visit www.studio620.org
Saturday and Sunday, April 16-17 - 36th Annual
Mainsail Arts Festival, Vinoy Park, 701 Bayshore Dr.
N.E. Sat. 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sun. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. As
a leading cultural event on St. Petersburg's outdoor
calendar, over 100,000 visitors come to enjoy quality
art and listen to top name entertainment. Artists
exhibiting are competing for $50,000 in prize money.
This two-day event combines visual and performing
arts along with opportunities for children to engage in
art activities. There is a delicious assortment of
culinary arts and as well as Mainsail souvenirs. There is
no cost to the public to view the show. Visit www.mainsailartsfestival.org for information.
applications.
There are a plethora of
federal resources available to
fix America’s schools. We just
have to make sure that the
resources are funneled to our
future workforce (the
students). America’s schools
are not producing enough
graduates to be the best in the
world. They are seen as inferior
to continents or countries such
as E u ro p e, Germ an y an d
Japan. We have to produce
more graduates with salable
skills in order for our students
to compete successfully in a
complex and global marketplace. While America’s schools
are struggling, some parents
choose charter schools to
educate their children. In fact,
an outcry of social unrest and
upheaval across the country
contributed to the rapid growth
and development of the charter
school program.
In 1 9 8 3 , t h e Nat i o n al
Commission on Excellence in
Education published “A Nation

at Risk” due to America’s
academic underachievement on
the national and international
scales. Twenty-seven years
later, we are still faced with the
same dilemma, if not worse. It
is time for change. It is time to
really make sure no students are
left behind academically and
socially in America’s schools.
On February 18, the National
Save the Family Now
Movement, Inc. (NSFNM) led a
charge in Memphis, Tennessee
to provide a roadmap for this to
happen. NSFNM’s goal is to
“do big things” (in the words of
President Obama) and provide a
strong vehicle for improving
A m e r i c a ’s s c h o o l s . I t i s
NSFNM’s choice to make a difference in the lives of our youth.
Stay tuned!
Dr. Ronald W. Holmes is a
former teacher, school administrator and superintendent.
He has a track record of transforming schools and can be
reached at rwholmes@capitaloutlook.com

BETHEL AME CHURCH PRESENTS

Gen. Adm. $20
VIP $30
+$5 at door
+$5 to carry-out

SUNDAY, MAY 1st, 2011 • Lake Vista Rec. Center
1401 62nd Ave. S., St. Petersburg

For more information, call 727-580-5637
If you are 62 years or
disabled on a limited income
YOU MAY QUALIFY FOR A
RENT SUBSIDIZED APARTMENT
at

MLF TOWERS
540 Second Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL
Call us at (727) 823-1575
FL Relay TTY 1-800-955-8771

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed???

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617
Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience
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COMMUNITY NEWS
20 Outstanding Teens Can
Win $500 Savings Account

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

Source: Wikipedia Free Library

ST. PETERSBURG - Do
you have or know a teen in
middle or high school who
could use a savings account
with $500 in their name? St.
Petersburg’s TASCO Teen
Programs and Mayor Bill Foster
are searching for exceptional
teens in middle or high school in
10 achievement categories:
- Academic Achievement
- Scholar Athlete
- Citizenship or Leadership
- Fine Arts
- Literary Arts
- Performing Arts

- Media Arts
- Science Technology
- Vocational or Business
Enterprise
- Overcoming Adversity
Applications are due by
April 22. Nominations are open
to all Pinellas County students
(middle school, high school,
public, private and homeschooled).
Visit
www.stpete.org/
teenawards for the online registration form.
A minimum of 20 winners
will be awarded a $500 savings

account from the Florida
Central Credit Union. Top
winners will be selected in each
category - 10 students in high
school and 10 students in
middle school. The 2011
Mayors
Showcase
of
Achievement winners will be
announced at the Mahaffey
Theater on May 17, 2011. A
minimum of $15,000 in awards
available to date.
Questions or technical
assistance for documentation
support, contact TASCO 727892-5877.

Last Chance For Community
Input Before Popular
Program Goes On Hiatus
ST. PETERSBURG - One
chance remains for city residents
to ask questions or resolve issues
one-on-one with Mayor Foster and
city department heads before the
popular ‘Mayor’s Night Out’ goes

on summer break. ‘Mayor’s Night
Out’ will be in session Thursday,
April 14, at Roberts Recreation
Center, 1246 50th Ave. N.,
beginning at 7 p.m. All residents
are invited to attend, regardless of

where they live in St. Petersburg.
‘Mayor’s Night Out’ will
resume after the summer break.
Dates and locations will be posted
at
www.stpete.org/
MayorsNightOut.

Warm Weather Means Active
Alligators And Crocodiles
TALLAHASSEE - The
onset of warm weather in the
spring is when Florida’s alligators and crocodiles start
getting active and the Florida
Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission (FWC) reminds
Floridians and visitors to be
cautious when having fun in
and around water. Florida is
home to two native crocodilians: the American alligator,
which is found in all 67
counties, and the American
crocodile, which may be found
in coastal areas of the Keys,

southeast and southwest
Florida. Both species have
shared Florida’s waters with
people for centuries.
The FW C reco m m en d s
keeping pets away from the
water. There are other precautionary mea s u res p eo p l e
should take to reduce potential
conflicts with alligators and
crocodiles, and they are
available in the “Living with
Alligators” brochure at
MyFWC.com/Alligator
and the “Living with
Crocodiles” brochure at

MyFWC.com/Crocodile.
The FWC advises, if you
have concerns with an alligator
or crocodile that poses a threat
to you, your pets or property,
cal l t h e F WC ’s Nu i s an ce
Alligator Hotline at 866-FWCGATOR (392-4286).
Alligators and crocodiles
are an i m p o rt an t p art o f
Florida’s heritage and play a
valuable role in the ecosystems
where they live. For
more information on alligators
and crocodiles, visit
MyFWC.com/Alligator.

Gladys Knight

Gladys Maria Knight, “The
Empress of Soul”, (born May
28, 1944) is an American
R&B/soul singer-songwriter,
actress, businesswoman,
humanitarian, and author. She
is best known for the hits she
recorded during the 1960s and
1970s, for both the Motown
and Buddah Records labels,
with her group Gladys Knight
& the Pips, the most famous
incarnation of which also
included her brother Merald
“Bubba” Knight and her
cousins Edward Patten and
William Guest. She is a notable
member of The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints.
Gladys Knight was born to
Merald Woodlow Knight and
Sarah Elizabeth Woods in
Loachapoka, Alabama. She
first achieved minor fame by
winning Ted Mack’s Original
Amateur Hour TV show
contest at the age of seven in
1952. The following year, she,
her brother Merald, sister
Brenda, and cousins William
and Elenor Guest formed a
musical group called The Pips,
named after another cousin,
James “Pip” Woods. By the end
of the decade, the act had begun
to tour, and had replaced
Brenda Knight and Eleanor
Guest with Gladys Knight’s
cousin Edward Patten and
friend Langston George.

Knight discovered she was
pregnant in 1960, and married
her high school sweetheart
James Newman. After a miscarriage, Knight returned to
performing with the Pips. In
1961, Bobby Robinson
produced the single “Every
Beat of My Heart” for the
group, which became a number
one R&B and number six pop
hit when released on Vee-Jay
Records. In 1962, Langston
George left the group, which at
that time renamed itself Gladys
Knight & the Pips and
continued as a quartet.
In 1962, after scoring a
second hit, “Letter Full of
Te a r s ” , K n i g h t b e c a m e
pregnant again and gave birth
to a son, Jimmy III, that year.
She retired from the road to
raise her child while The Pips
toured on their own. After
giving birth in 1963 to a
d a u g h t e r, K e n y a , K n i g h t
returned to recording with the
Pips in order to support her
family.
Gladys Knight & the Pips
joined the Motown roster in
1966, and, although regarded as
a second-string act, scored
several hit singles, including “I
Heard It Through the
Grapevine,” (also recorded by
Marvin Gaye), “Friendship
Train” (1969), “If I Were Your
Woman” (1970), “I Don’t Want
To Do Wrong” (1971), the
G r a m m y Aw a r d w i n n i n g
“Neither One of Us (Wants to
Be the First to Say Goodbye)”
(1972), and “Daddy Could
Swear (I Declare)” (1973). In
their early Motown career
Gladys Knight and the Pips
toured as the opening act for
Diana Ross and The Supremes.
Gladys Knight stated in her
memoir that Miss Ross kicked

her off the tour because the
a u d i e n c e ’s r e c e p t i o n t o
Knight’s soulful performance
o v e r s h a d o w e d h e r. B e r r y
Gordy later told Gladys that she
was giving his act a hard time.
The act left Motown for a
better deal with Buddah
Records in 1973, and achieved
full-fledged success that year
with hits such as the Grammywinning “Midnight Train to
Georgia” (number one on the
pop and R&B chart), “I’ve Got
to Use My Imagination,” and
“You’re the Best Thing That
Ever Happened to Me.” In
the summer of 1974, Knight
and the Pips recorded the soundtrack to the successful film
Claudine with producer Curtis
Mayfield. The soundtrack was
quite successful in Europe and
especially the United Kingdom.
However, the Buddah hits all
followed a number of years after
their success in the U.S. For
example “Midnight Train to
Georgia” hit the UK pop charts
Top 5 in the summer of 1976, a
full three years after its success
in the U.S.
Du r i n g t h i s p e r i o d o f
greater recognition, Knight
made her motion picture acting
debut in the film Pipe Dreams,
a romantic drama set in Alaska.
The film failed at the boxoffice, but Knight did receive a
Golden Globe Best New
Actress nomination.
Knight and the Pips
continued to have hits until the
late 1970s, when they were
forced to record separately due
to legal issues, resulting in
Knight’s first solo LP recordings — Miss Gladys Knight
(1978) on Buddah and Gladys
Knight (1979) on Columbia
Records.

CALVARY CATHOLIC
C EMETERY
Burial Spaces Pre-Need $990.00
Cremation Niches $990.00 Complete
Interest Free Financing

YOU DON’T HAVE TO

727-572-4355
5233 118th Ave. N., Clearwater

C
OMPANION PLANS
Affordable Final Expense Life Insurance
LOSING A LOVED ONE CAN MEAN
MORE THAN JUST EMOTIONAL BURDENS
At the time of your death, how will your loved ones
pay for your final expenses and financial obligations?
COMPANION PLANS GUARANTEE:
• Your premium will never increase regardless of
your age or health.
• Your face amount will never decrease regardless
of your age or health.
• Your policy cannot be cancelled because of your age
or health as long as premiums are paid currently.
• Your policy will build cash values should you need
a loan for any reason.
• Life insurance death benefits are paid tax-free to the
beneficiary.

Speak with
JAMES REED
at Senior Life
Services Today!

CALL
813-405-5520

BE A HERO
TO BE A HERO

Let your event be one that’s creative, unforgettable
and that would make your mama proud! Making Mama
Proud a subsidiary of OMJ Planning and Consulting is
committed to making special moments come alive!
Allow Making Mama Proud to lend you that personal
finesse, expertise, and excellence in planning your
event. Spearheaded by President and CEO, Steve
Marshall, OMJ Planning and Consulting was established in honor of his late mother’s memory, Ola Mae
Jenkins, who served as his greatest inspiration.
Total Event Planning & Management
• Corporate or Religious Functions
• Civic, Government and Community Functions
• Parties, Festivals, Conferences, Seminars
Promotional and Production
• Artist Booking
• Artist Management and Contract Negotiation

Steve Marshall
President and CEO
Corporate Training and
Motivational Speaking
• Management and Leadership
• Diversity and Ethics
• Career Development
• Professional Development
• Dealing with Angry Parents

Phone: 727-244-8119 • Fax: 866-390-1262 • Email: manonrise66@yahoo.com
SBE/MBE Certified Hillsborough County School District • MBE Certified OSD State of Florida
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FAMILY AND PARENTING
Finding The Right
Mother’s Day Gift
(STATEPOINT) No two moms
are alike. Whatever her interests,
finding a gift that fits mom just right
shows you’ve put thought into it,
rather than simply choosing
something off the shelf.
This Mother’s Day, why not
thank Mom for everything she does,
with a gift that celebrates her one-ofa-kind personality?
“Most moms don’t pamper
themselves a lot, so customizing a
gift that speaks to her hobbies and
personal style will feel like a real
indulgence,” says Amy Myers, vice
president of creative services for
Things Remembered.
Here are some ideas to help you
find the perfect gift:
• Mom that Needs “Me” Time:
When Mom needs to recharge her
batteries between play dates and
grocery trips, she’ll appreciate a gift
that helps her unwind. Agift certificate to her favorite place to relax —
a spa, coffee shop or even a
bookstore — can be just what she
wanted. Or you can hire a cleaning
service and babysitter for the day.
• Techie Mom: Maybe she has
her own blog, or she’s always first in
line to buy the latest tech gadget. If
so, look for techie gifts with a

personal touch. Nameplates are now
available on everything from iPad
cases to laptops. And by adding a
simple engraving, like “Chief
Executive Mother,” you can make
the gift more meaningful.
Alternatively, you can look for
portable gifts that make her life
easier. For example, Things
Remembered offers a USB photo
keychain that lets Mom keep her
loved ones — and her work — with
her at all times.
• Matriarch Moms: Proud
moms and grandmas love to brag
about their families. Between smart
phones and computers, photo
sharing has never been easier.
Grandmothers, however, are often
left out in this digital age. Consider
researching the family genealogy
online and create a family tree. Or
you can give a traditional gift a twist
by engraving a personalized
message on a picture frame or photo
album. Some retailers even offer
multiple birthstone jewelry as a way
to cherish each child.
• On-The-Go Mom: After
having kids, it seems like there are
never enough hours in the day. For
the mom who makes the most out of
every second, opt for a practical and

portable gift. Tote bags make a
stylish gift and are great for pool
days or shopping trips, especially
when monogrammed with her
initials.
Or, to help mom freshen up on
the way to her next event, consider
getting her a perfume atomizer and
matching compact. When engraved
with a special message, her oneminute makeover will remind her
how beautiful and loved she is.
For more personalized gift
ideas, visit www.Things
Remembered.com.
With a little thought and
foresight, you can get your mother a
gift she’ll treasure for years.

Time Management Tips
To Make Life Easier
(STATEPOINT) Americans
love to be "in the know." Whether
it's through cable news, newspapers, websites or social media
updates and e-mails from our
friends, we love to be informed
about the day's events and gossip.
But sometimes even the most
avid media junkies can get
information overload - causing
important work and family matters
to get lost in the shuffle.
Parents may start to wonder if
they're ignoring their kids and
losing precious family time. And
conversation seems to be a dying
art with every generation. It
appears we could all use some help
deciding what information is
relevant to us and what's not.
"Each of us has the power to
transform a continuous information flow from distraction into a
tool of empowerment," says
Stefania Lucchetti, author of the
new book, “The Principle of
Relevance.” “You just need to be
able to recognize what is relevant
for you in relation to your day's
objectives and what isn't, and then
respond only to the relevant info.”

This is especially true when it
comes to sorting through a flooded
e-mail inbox. Here are some of
Lucchetti's tricks for “owning”
your inbox:
• Limit Checking Time. Your
inbox is not a pager. You are not
obliged to have it open all the time.
Doing so is likely to reduce your
productivity. Try limiting your email checking time to five 30minute periods daily. With some
practice, you may even get it down
to once a day. Imagine what you
can do with all that free time!
• Quickly Read Everything:
You need to know what information you are working with before
responding, otherwise you may
answer an e-mail only to find out
five emails later that your point is
moot. Wait 15 minutes before
responding to anything; this gives
you time to decide what's relevant
instead of reacting without
thinking.
• Eliminate Unnecessary
Emails: Delete e-mails you don't
need immediately. Then flag those
you need to process and respond to
later. Last, file e-mails you need to

HOROSCOPES

keep for your records but don't
require your attention.
• Aggregate Information:
Aggregate in one single place (a
folder, a draft email, a word file) all
the content of several emails
received from different people or at
different times that relates to the
same project or subject. You can
also use e-mail filters to automate
which folder e-mails go to or how
they get flagged.
• Make a Decision: Read
those emails and process the information they contain in one sitting.
Then decide on your action. This
may mean ignoring a request or
composing one email to a group,
summarizing all the questions you
are answering.
For more tips to help cull information overload, visit www.theprincipleofrelevance.com.
“Having down-time is an
essential, fundamental element in
maintaining your creativity and
mental bandwidth — the ability to
think, be creative and see perspective,” says Lucchetti. “Don't let
technology take that away from
you.”

April 14 - April 20, 2011

ARIES

LEO

SAGITTARIUS

Spend some time thinking about mutual
needs.Just because it’s what you want,it
may not be your lover’s fond desire.Give a
little to get something that you need right
now —someone to be with.Save the selfimportance for another week.

Stop thinking about work. Sure there are
pressing matters,but they’ll wait.Tap into the
fun side of your personality.Get deep into
that side and stay there. Don’t keep pulling
back to think about things that need to be
fixed.

You’ll meet someone that you could come to
adore.Make sure you’ve laid the groundwork because they might not be ready for all
the adoration that you are ready to give.
Make sure that you don’t adore a bird in the
bush while neglecting a bird in hand.

TAURUS

VIRGO

CAPRICORN

Take the lead,especially in romantic matters.
Throw modesty out the window.Be in
shameless pursuit.You know that your need
is great this week.Seek to satisfy it.Your
lover might be surprised,but you can make
the surprise a pleasant one.

Let the pleasure principal win the battle with
your sense of duty. Give yourself up to the
sunshine, the fresh air, the outdoors. Stop
talking and get moving.Your own motion will
clear your mind of things that have been
hanging on.

Being an artist doesn’t always mean painting
a picture.This week apply your artistry to
anything that you do. Look at life as an
empty canvas upon which you have the skill
to paint almost any wonderful thing that you
want.

GEMINI

LIBRA

AQUARIUS

Heads or tails! Go or stay! What to do? This
week you’ll find yourself pulled in two exactly
opposite directions.There is no way to satisfy
both pulls.Let your friends decide.Take
whatever suggestion comes first.

There are so many good things to do that
the challenge will be in deciding what to do
and what to not do.Great place to be.Count
your blessings -all of them and flip a coin.
What a time to be alive. Call someone.Let
them decide what you should enjoy first.

This week is better than last week for career
goals.Think deeply about what you really
want for a career.Clarity is easy to come by.
Charm is an extremely effective tool for you
this week.The smile is needed more than at
any recent time.

SCORPIO

PISCES

Give yourself a chance to know yourself better.Let others reflect the beauty that is you
and that will give you added knowledge of
yourself this week.Ask for opinions and listen closely,making something good out of
whatever is said.

Believe that it is true when a friend or family
member praises you this week.There is
something good happening with you that
you cannot see.Expect good news about a
publishing,educational or legal venture.
Romance is in the air,revel in it.

CANCER
Don’t waste time thinking about the past.
Sure they were wrong,but what does it matter now.Enjoy the present.Find something
good to do for the rest of the week.Avoid
conflict.Nothing is so important that it needs
to be resolved this week.

2011 High School
Graduation Dates
Bayside: June 9, 8:30 a.m. –
Bayside High Gymnasium,
Clearwater
Boca Ciega: June 4, 12:30
p.m. – Tropicana Field,
S t. Petersburg
Calvin Hunsinger: June 10,
10 a.m. – Calvin Hunsinger
School, Clearwater
Clearwater: June 9, 7:30 p.m.
– Bright House Networks
Field, Clearwater
Countryside: June 10, 8 a.m.
– Bright House Networks
Field, Clearwater
Dixie Hollins: June 6, 7:30
p.m. – Tropicana Field,
S t. Petersburg
Dunedin: June 9, 9 a.m. –
Ruth Eckerd Hall, Clearwater
East Lake: June 4, 7 p.m. –
Dunedin Blue Jay Stadium,
Dunedin
Gibbs: June 4, 9 a.m. –
Tropicana Field, St. Petersburg
Hamilton Disston: Students

graduating with their zoned
high school
Lakewood: June 9, 7 p.m. –
Spartan Stadium, St.
Petersburg
Largo: June 10, 7:30 p.m. –
Bright House Networks Field,
Clearwater
Life Skills CenterPinellas
North: June 9, 7 p.m. –
Countryside Christian Center,
Clearwater
Nina Harris: June 6, 6:30 p.m.
– Nina Harris School
Cafeteria, Pinellas Park
Northeast: June 4, 4 p.m. –
Tropicana Field, St. Petersburg
Osceola: June 4, 7:30 p.m. –
Tropicana Field, St. Petersburg
Palm Harbor University: June
3, 7 p.m. – PHU Football
Field, Palm Harbor
Paul B. Stephens: June 7, 7
p.m. – Countryside Christian
Center, Clearwater
Pinellas Park: June 6, 4 p.m. –

Tropicana Field, St. Petersburg
Pinellas Technical Education
Centers: July 21, 6 p.m. –
Countryside Christian Center,
Clearwater
Richard L. Sanders: June 6, 4
p.m. – Tropicana Field, St.
Petersburg (with Pinellas Park
High)
Seminole: June 9, 7:30 p.m. –
Seminole High Football Field,
Clearwater
St. Petersburg: June 9, 8 p.m.
– Stewart Field, St. Petersburg
St. Petersburg Collegiate:
May 6, 7 p.m. – The
Palladium, St. Petersburg
Tarpon Springs: June 9, 7
p.m. – Sponger Field, Tarpon
Springs
For information about a
specific school graduation,
contact the school office. For
general information, contact
Kevin Hendrick, (727) 5886000.

Career Tips For New Grads
(STATEPOINT) As soon as
those graduation caps hit the
ground, new grads are bombarded
with that toughest of questions:
“What are you going to do with
the rest of your life?”
Finding a job and building a
career can be challenging in any
economy and even more difficult
during tough times. With today’s
abundance of career websites, job
boards and seminars, it can be
hard to know where and how to
focus your energies.
But good career advice is
eternal, stresses Jack Nadel, a
decorated World War II hero who
has made tens of millions of
dollars over a 65-year career.
“Regardless of the economic
news, actions of the government
or the natural forces that oppose
us, we must build within ourselves
the capability to survive, prosper
and feel good,” he said.
These days, Nadel is sharing
the knowledge he gained in his
long career with new graduates
and other members of the younger
generation who are looking to get
ahead. And he has made much of
this advice available in a new

51 28 44
CA$H 3

886
345
971
DOG DAYS

book, entitled “Use What You
Have To Get What You Want.”
Here are some of Nadel’s top
career tips:
• Planning is as important as
hard work. Hard work is
important, but running around in
circles gets you nowhere. With
today’s high rates of unemployment, it’s best to focus your search
on jobs you are most qualified for,
instead of applying for every
opening in your preferred field.
You might even consider
spending more time building
specific skill sets while job
hunting. This way, when the
perfect job appears, you’ll be a
better fit.
• Talk to someone who’s done
it successfully. The Internet
abounds with self-appointed
“experts,” but consulting with
people who are respected and successful in your industry is sure to
get you better results. Tap into
networks you may have built from
internships or part-time jobs, as
well as with former teachers.
• Prepare well. Before a job
interview or meeting, repeat this
advice to yourself three times:

Listen. Think positive. Project
energy. After the meeting, get
back to work — either by
following-up on things you
discussed or by targeting your
next opportunity.
• Find common ground in
meetings. Try to connect with the
job interviewer on a personal
level. Even if it’s only something
as trivial as favorite sports teams,
finding common ground can
create a positive atmosphere at the
outset of your meeting. This may
help you navigate trickier waters
that arise.
• Overcome your ego. Don’t
spend an entire cover letter listing
your great accomplishments and
attributes, but fail to tell a
company what you can do for it.
“Having the right attitude and
being aware of the opportunities
around you can make fortune
work in your favor,” said Nadel,
who employed this optimistic
outlook when founding a
marketing promotions firm, Jack
Nadel Worldwide, back in 1951.
For information on being
successful professionally, visit
IdeasThatMeanBusiness.com.

PRAISE 1590 AM WRXB

ALLGOSPEL, ALLTHETIME

Lock your dials to 1590 AM for Anointed Music 24/7…
For your listening pleasure,you can expect to hear a
wide selection of good Gospel music from quartets to
choirs,contemporary and inspirational.

LISTEN UP DAILY TO WRXB 1590 ANOINTED MUSIC

For Marketing and Promotions

Contact Donza Drummond

at (727) 865-1591

4-8 1-7
3-6 5-1
2-4 7-3

Email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com
Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)

3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Expect The 2-Car Tandem
At Talladega Superspeedway

Jeff Gordon

CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) Talladega Superspeedway has
long been celebrated for its 500
miles of white-knuckle racing, the
kind of bumper-to-bumper action
that keeps fans on their feet from
flag to flag.
Those in attendance used to
fret that even if they stepped away
for a moment they might miss
something monumental. Now the
fretting seems to be on the style of
racing fans that will see him
Sunday when NASCAR shifts to
one of its most revered race tracks.
Two-car tandems took over
the season-opening Daytona 500,
where the huge pack of cars broke
apart as drivers realized that the
fastest way around the superspeedway was with just one
partner. There were very few
slingshots through the field, the
way Dale Earnhardt Jr. did in 2010
when he charged from 10th to
second over the final two laps.
There were, of course, a
record 74 lead changes among 22
drivers, and NASCAR welcomed
a fresh-faced new star in 20-yearold Trevor Bayne, the youngest

winner in Daytona 500 history.
But the overwhelming discussion was about the new style of
racing, which mimicked a game of
leapfrog, in which two drivers
hooked up, took turns pushing
each other to the front, then
swapped the lead when their
engines got too hot from all that
pushing.
Many fans fear a repeat of that
racing at Talladega, and by every
indication, that’s exactly what
they’ll see.
“We’ll be doing the same
thing we did at Daytona,” said
one-time Talladega winner Tony
Stewart.
“I guarantee you right off the
bat, that’s exactly what everybody
is going to do as soon as they hit
the racetrack, go right back into
that mode.”
It’s not necessarily a bad
thing. It’s just different.
For years, Daytona and
Talladega were known as the two
tracks where fans could expect the
massive accidents created by pack
racing known as “The Big One.”
Daytona still had crashes. There
were a record 16 cautions, but that
didn’t satisfy many fans who
couldn’t get their heads around the
two-car tandem racing.
NASCAR officials felt the
same at the start of Speedweeks,
and issued a series of slight
technical adjustments designed to
prevent the cars from pushing
each other for too long. Like
everyone else, NASCAR was
unsure of how the Daytona 500
would play out, but was ultimately
pleased with what officials saw.

“We were curious, too. It was
a phenomenon, we’d never seen
anything like that,” said NASCAR
chairman Brian France. “But 74
lead changes, dramatic racing all
the way through. Although it
looked a little bit different, the
competition level went up. It’s
different. But, generally speaking,
if competition goes up, the races
are exciting, and we’re going to
like it.”
So aside from a reduction in
the size of the horsepowersapping restrictor plate, NASCAR
has done very little to force drivers
to race any differently this
weekend at Talladega.
“We’re going to see that same
style draft,” said Kurt Busch, who
won two exhibition races leading
into the Daytona 500.
“The two-car draft is just so
potent. Anytime you can tell a race
car driver he can go four seconds
faster a lap and give him the recipe
on how to do it, he’s going to go
and put it into play. That’s that
two-car draft.”
There’s an element of intrigue
to it, too, that forces drivers to
place a huge amount of trust in
some of their biggest rivals.
The two-car draft forces the
trailing car, the “pusher,” to race
blind because the driver can’t see
what’s ahead of the car he’s
pushing. Spotters are forced to be
the eyes for drivers they’ve never
worked for, and drivers are
tapping into the radio frequencies
of guys they don’t usually speak to
for in-race strategy sessions.
It made Daytona interesting,
and not all the drivers enjoyed that

intrigue.
“You can’t see where you’re
going if you’re the pusher,” said
Mark Martin. “If you’re in front,
sometimes you wish you couldn’t
see where you were going. It’s
pretty tough on you sometimes
when you’re running up traffic
and you have a guy pushing you
that doesn’t really see that.
“We have to trust each other.
We have to. Like them or not, you
have to.”
Dale Earnhardt Jr. said he
didn’t like relying on others.
“I’d rather have control of just
what I’ve got to do,” he said.
“Having to have responsibility for
someone else is a little bit more
than I care to deal with.”
There is one caveat that could
change the racing a little:
Talladega is wider than Daytona,
and many drivers believe the track
has enough space for the cars to go
four-wide. It could lead to more
room for drivers to swap the lead,
and more space for a fast-closing
tandem to get past a slower twocar pack.
“Talladega is a much wider
race track, there’s a lot more
racing lines and grooves and room
to race on,” Jeff Gordon said. “We
should be able to do the two-car
drafts a lot easier than we did at
Daytona. Hopefully, we’re not
hooking and spinning one another
like we were in Daytona.”
It’s for sure not going to be the
kind of Talladega racing people
are used to. That doesn’t mean,
however, that it won’t be a
thrilling race.

St. Louis And Lecavalier Back In The Playoffs

Martin St.Louis

TAMPA (AP) - Martin St.
Louis and Vincent Lecavalier are
relishing another playoff drive
with the Tampa Bay Lightning.
St. Louis and Lecavalier,
holdovers from the Lightning’s

previous playoff squad four years
ago, also led Tampa to the
Stanley Cup title in 2004.
The Lightning, who won 46
games and had 103 points in the
regular season, open an Eastern
Conference first-round series
Wednesday night at Pittsburgh.
“We’ve earned our way back
to this,” St. Louis said on
Monday. “It’s a longtime coming.
I think we’re ready.”
Since beating Calgary in
seven games for the championship seven years ago, Tampa
Bay hasn’t won a playoff series
and missed out on the postseason
each of the previous three
seasons.
The Lightning ended the

regular season by winning seven
of eight. Also, St. Louis and
Lecavalier also were effective
when playing on the same line
over the season’s final weeks.
“I feel we’re back to where
we once were,” St. Louis said. “I
feel like we’re really on the same
page with our game. Both in a
happy place, mentally. I think the
last couple of years we’d go back
on the same line, I don’t think we
performed like we have the last
two weeks together.”
Lecavalier had to face several
distractions over the past two
years, including speculation that
he might get traded.
Hall
of
Famer
Steve
Yzerman, hired as the general

manager by new owner Jeff
Vinik, immediately informed
Lecavalier that he would not be
dealt.
“The last two years have been
tough ... like a roller coaster,”
Lecavalier said. “Not knowing
what was going to happen was
different. From the last two years to
now, it’s definitely night and day.”
St. Louis has seen the off-ice
stability assisting in Lecavalier’s
play.
“Let’s not sugarcoat it here,
Vinny had a couple of tough
years here with everything that’s
gone on,” St. Louis said. “He’s
battled through the last couple
years and he’s earned where he is
right now.”

Butler’s Shelvin Mack Will Test NBA Draft Waters
BY MICHAEL MAROT
INDIANAPOLIS (AP) Butler’s Shelvin Mack wants to
find out where he stands in the
NBA draft.
If it doesn’t work out, hey, the
21-year-old junior can always
return to the two-time national
runner-ups.
On Tuesday, the 6-foot-3
shooting guard said he is declaring

to enter the draft but has not hired
an agent, making him eligible to
return to school next season.
“I’m exploring my options
and gathering information to see
what opportunities might exist for
me,” Mack said in a statement
issued by the school. “I’ve always
had a dream to play in the NBA,
and I want to make an informed
decision on that possibility.”
Players must declare their

intentions by April 24 and have
until May 8 to withdraw if they do
not hire an agent
Most media projections list
Mack as a second-round pick, and
some analysts have suggested he
might have to play point guard in
the NBA. Critics are concerned
about the dip in his shooting percentage, from 45.4 percent in
2009-10 to 40.1 percent last
season. Mack’s 3-point percent-

ages also dropped from 39.1
percent in 2009-10 to 35.4 percent
last season.
But he still finished as the
Bulldogs’ No. 2 scorer at 16.0
points per game, led Butler in
assists (131), finished third in
rebounds (4.5) and was the Most
Outstanding Player in the
Southeast Regional. His tourney
performance may have improved
Mack’s draft stock.

Bucs Agree To
4-Year Extension
For GM Dominik

Mark Dominik

TAMPA (AP) - The
Tampa Bay Buccaneers
have agreed to a four-year
contract extension for
General Manager Mark
Dominik, who just
completed his second year
in the position.
The team announced
the contract extension
Monday morning.
Dominik has over-

hauled the team’s roster,
making the Buccaneers
the youngest team in the
NFL. The team earned a
10-6 record in 2010,
marking the best singleseason turnaround. Team
officials say the
Buccaneers in 2010
became the first team
since the 1970 AFL-NFL
merger to start 10 different
rookies on their way to a
winning season.
Dominik, who has
been with the organization
for 16 years, has overseen
the team’s last two drafts.
Buccaneers
cochairman Joel Glazer says
Dominik is “dedicated to
delivering the winner our
fans deserve.”

Miami Center
Reggie Johnson
Declares
For Draft
CORAL GABLES
(AP) - Miami center
Reggie Johnson is
entering the NBA draft,
though he has not yet
hired an agent.
Johnson averaged 11.9
points and 9.6 rebounds as
a redshirt sophomore this
past season. The 6-foot10, 303-pounder shot 59
percent from the field.
His 347 rebounds this
season were the most for a

Hurricanes player since
Rick Barry posted a
school-record 475 in
1964-65.
Underclassmen have
until May 8 to remove
their name from the draft
and retain college eligibility.
Miami is also seeking
a coach to replace Frank
Haith, who resigned last
week and accepted a
contract from Missouri.

Retired Ramirez
Speaks With
Rays Manager
Maddon
BOSTON (AP) Slugger Manny Ramirez
s p o k e t o Ta m p a B a y
manager Joe Maddon after
retiring, but he stopped
short of apologizing for
his abrupt departure.
Ramirez was facing a 100game drug ban.
“He was disappointed
in himself, but he was also
very kind to the organization,” Maddon said
Monday.
“He just said he was
disappointed. He didn’t
apologize. I wasn’t
looking for an apology
necessarily. I wasn’t. He
spoke to me kind of like,
man to man, person to
person, manager to player.

So I didn’t think he owed
me an apology.”
Maddon did not say
when the conversation
with Ramirez took place.
Ramirez walked away last
Friday after testing
positive for a performance-enhancing drug. He
previously served a 50game ban for violating the
drug policy.
As for Ramirez’s drug
involvement, “you’d have
to take that up with him,”
Maddon said.
“We had a good camp,
very good camp. I was
looking forward to
working with him,” he
said.
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STATE & NATIONAL NEWS
FAMU Alum Selected
As Mississippi
Teacher Of The Year
TALLAHASSEE - When
you walk into her classroom, you
may see signs all around reading
“Greenwood University,” a
setting where students can listen
in on a campus-style lecture or
participate in a dorm study
group. This is the learning atmosphere of Florida A&M
University (FAMU) Alumna
Birdette “Birdy” Hughey, who
was recently selected as the 2011
Mississippi Teacher of the Year.
Hughey, a member of the
Mississippi Delta Corps of
AmeriCorps, is a second-year

algebra teacher in Greenwood,
Mississippi.
“It feels really good to win,”
said Hughey, a Texas native, “I
am very excited for me and my
students. I feel very blessed to
win.”
Ron Nurnberg , executive
director of Teach for America,
Mississippi Delta Chapter,
expressed his thoughts on
Hughey.
“We’re absolutely thrilled,”
said Nurnberg. “She is just so
humble and driven. She is very
involved in the community.

Birdette “Birdy” Hughey

Birdy just understands the
children and holds such high
expectations. We are elated and
proud of what she is doing. I
would love to have her cloned 20
more times. FAMU should be
just as proud of her.”

Bethune-Cookman
University Wants Security
To Have Arrest Powers
BY JAMES HARPER
SPECIAL TO THE NNPA
FROM THE DAYTONA
TIMES
DAYTONA - Bethune-Cookman
University (B-CU) President
Trudie Kibbe Reed and campus
security chief Mel Williams are
hoping to convince a majority of
the Daytona Beach City commissioners that their officers should be
sworn in and empowered through
the Daytona Beach Police
Department.
City Manager Jim Chisholm
and Police Chief Mike Chitwood
are against the idea. Therefore, it
will be up to a majority of the
commissioners to override their
recommendation for Daytona not
to go into a partnership with the
university.
Susan Cerbone, Daytona
Beach’s public information
officer, said an item pertaining to
B-CU addressing the commissioners is not on the upcoming city
commission agenda. However,
the public and the commission are
able to bring up any topic.
Plans developing for B-CU
police
BCU spokesman Meredith
Rodriguez told the Daytona Times
the university has been developing
plans to launch its own campus
police force for the last several
months.
“According to state law, as a
private institution, B-CU cannot
constitute a sworn police force on
its own,” said Rodriguez.
Rodriguez said B-CU hopes
to follow the model used by the

AMERICA

continued from front page
Roland Martin and Jeff Johnson,
the panel had the voices of
AT&T’s Williams, radio show
host Warren Ballentine, Michelle
S i n g letar y, a s yndic ated
columnist for The Washington
Post, and other CEOs of Urban
League locations.
With regards to the report
and AT&T’s encouragement of
broadband job skill training, the
panel analyzed reasons for what
they believe has been a lack in
job skills training in general.
Aided by the insight of Howard
University Student Association
President Brandon Harris, the
panel touched on a contributing
factor in the unpreparedness for
the work force of urban
Americans—a failing educational system.

University of Miami (UM), which
is also private. UM has worked
in partnership with the City of
Coral Gables and the Coral Gables
Police Department for the past 40
years.
B-CU is proposing a cooperative agreement with the City of
Daytona Beach and the Daytona
B ea ch P olic e Dep art m en t
(DBPD).
In a letter obtained by the
Daytona Times sent to Williams
from Chisholm, the city manager
stated, “We do not believe that
extending the city’s police powers
to a private entity would set an
appropriate precedent or be in the
best interest of the citizens.”
Chisholm said the DBPD is
able to satisfy any additional law
enforcement needs of the B-CU
campus. He added that the city is
willing to provide officers
assigned and dedicated to the
campus from the current police
force.
Daytona Beach has an
ongoing intern program with BCU, and Chisholm pointed out the
city employs eight police officers
who graduated from the university.
B-CU no longer uses security
guards from a private company.
They have been replaced by
uniformed officers, hired by the
school and working under the
Office of Safety and Security.
Similar duty, similar name
Reed wants to give her
security force arrest powers.
Williams, a former veteran
officer with the Titusville Police
Department, says he and his staff

will come up with a plan and
present it to the commissioners.
He hopes to educate local
lawmakers to show that a partnership can work in Daytona Beach.
Williams and his second-incommand, Capt. Randy Davis,
would have to be sworn in and
classified as part-time Daytona
Beach police officer.
The university’s officers
would have to be state-certified
and sworn in with Daytona Beach
police working strictly on the university’s campus; they would
follow the policies and procedures
of the police department.
11 armed officers would be on
campus
The new officers would be
allowed to make arrests and
transport their suspects to the
county jail. By the same token,
“any law enforcement action (at
the university) would become
public record,” Williams said in a
recent interview.
There are 11 armed security
officers with Bethune-Cookman’s
security force and 35 unarmed
public service officers. Eight of
the 11 armed officers are retired
law enforcement officers who
have worked with other police
agencies, Williams said. That
includes himself and Davis. If
Bethune-Cookman gets its own
sworn police department, the
school would be able to hire five
additional certified law enforcement officers, Williams said.
Those employees would also be
armed and sworn in as part-time
Daytona Beach police officers.

“The reason those people
are unskilled is because the
education
system
isn’t
preparing them,” Johnson said
during the panel.
Town hall guest Mayor
Vincent Gray agreed on a need
for educational reform, particularly in the black community.
“[We need to] underscore the
importance of education. In the
District of Columbia, we have
close to 2,000 kids that don’t go to
school. The overwhelmingly
large majority of those young
people are African-Americans
who see no place for themselves in
schools, see no value in education,
and they often wind up in special
education classes. [They] see no
place for themselves, and graduate
to the criminal justice system,”
Gray said.
Gray sees early child
education as the first step to pre-

vention of such an outcome.
D.C. is the first city in America
to have early child education
available to every 3 and 4-yearold whose family wishes their
child to be in the program. The
earlier their start, Gray said, the
better chances children have.
“If I could put a fetus in an
early education system, I
would,” Gray said.
Job creation and education
reform funnel into the NUL’s
call for national action. Gray
a s k e d Wa s h i n g t o n , t h e
Congressional House Majority
and America the same question,
“Do you hear us?”
Morial said: “We can’t just
sit back and expect the unemployment crisis to resolve itself.
We need targeted solutions to
get the economy moving and
put urban America back to
work.”

US Labor Department’s
OSHA Issues Hazard Alert
To Hair Salon Owners
WASHINGTON – The U.S.
D e p a r t m e n t o f L a b o r ’s
Occupational Safety and Health
Administration is issuing a
hazard alert to hair salon owners
and workers about potential
formaldehyde exposure from
working with some hair
smoothing and straightening
products.
The hazard alert, available
on
OSHA’s
website
at
http://www.osha.gov/SLTC/for
maldehyde/hazard_alert.html,
provides information about
OSHA’s investigations, the
health hazards of formaldehyde
and how to protect people who
are working with hair
smoothing and straightening
products.
Responding to complaints
and referrals about possible
exposure to formaldehyde,
federal OSHA and many state
occupational safety and health
agencies are conducting investigations. Oregon’s Occupational
Safety and Health
Administration, Connecticut’s
Department of Public Health,
and agencies in several other
states already have issued
warnings.
Federal OSHA has found
formaldehyde in the air when
stylists used hair smoothing
products, some of which do
have formaldehyde listed on
their labels or in material safety
data sheets as required by law.
During one investigation, the
agency’s air tests showed
formaldehyde at levels greater
that OSHA’s limits for a salon,
even though the product tested
was labeled as formaldehydefree. California’s Occupational
Safety and Health

Administration recently issued
violations to an importer and
distributer of smoothing
products labeled formaldehydefree for failing to list formaldehyde as a hazardous ingredient
on the company’s product labels
and in the material safety data
sheets.
Formaldehyde presents a
health hazard if workers are
exposed. It can irritate the eyes
and nose; cause allergic
reactions of the skin, eyes and
lungs; and is linked to nose and
lung cancer.
OSHA requires manufacturers, importers and distributors
of products that contain
formaldehyde as a gas or in
solution, or that can release
formaldehyde during use, to
include information about
formaldehyde and its hazards on
product labels and in the
material safety data sheets that
are sent to employers.
“Workers have the right to
know the risks associated with
the chemicals with which they
work, and how to protect themselves,” said federal OSHA
Assistant Secretary Dr. David
Michaels. “Employers need to
know these risks in order to
ensure the safety and health of
their employees.”
To
eliminate
potential
worker exposure, OSHA recommends that salon owners use
products that do not contain
fo r m a l d e h y d e , m e t h y l e n e
glycol, formalin, methylene
oxide, paraform, formic
aldehyde, methanal,
oxomethane, oxymethylene or
Chemical Abstract Service
Number 50-00-0. If a salon
owner decides to continue using

a formaldehyde-containing hair
smoothing product, then he or
she must follow OSHA’s
formaldehyde standard.
Important requirements of this
standard include conducting air
monitoring, installing ventilation where needed and training
workers about formaldehyde, as
well as providing protective
equipment such as gloves,
chemical splash goggles, face
shields and chemical resistant
aprons.
The material safety data
sheet includes important information about what a product
contains and how the ingredients can affect a worker’s
health. Salon owners and other
employers must have a material
safety data sheet for any of the
products they use that contain
hazardous chemicals. They
must also make the sheet
available to stylists and other
workers.
OSHA currently has a
number of ongoing investigations at salons and of
importers/distributors/manufacturers relating to hair smoothing
and straightening products.
Some citations have been
issued.
Under the Occupational
Safety and Health Act of 1970,
employers are responsible for
providing safe and healthful
workplaces for their employees.
OSHA’s role is to ensure these
conditions
for
America’s
working men and women by
setting and enforcing standards,
and
providing
training,
education and assistance. For
more
information,
visit
http://www.osha.gov.

FAMU Student Hired
As The Florida Regional Field
Director For Truman
National Security Project
TALLAHASSEE - The
recipient of the 2011 Martin
Luther King Jr. Student
Leadership Award at Florida
A&M University (FAMU) was
recently named the Florida
regional field director for the
Truman
National
Security
Project. Tallahassee native
Reamonn Soto was selected
from a pool of 700 qualified
applicants across the country for
a position that typically requires
a graduate degree to be considered.
Soto is contracted to work
between 30 and 40 hours a week.
He will make numerous trips
within the state of Florida and to
Washington, D.C. and he will
receive a salary of $6,000 a
month.
At age 24, Soto, a senior
physics student, is the organization’s youngest regional field
director in the country. His
position requires him to work
along side senators, congress-

men and congresswomen, representatives
and
legislators
throughout the state to get his bill
on the agenda while maintaining
his courses and preparing for
summer graduation.
”I received a call from
Washington, D.C. and was asked
to apply,” said Soto. “The
referral was based on a networking relationship I established
while interning in D.C. for
Congressman Kendrick Meeks.
The work I have done with
students and organizing the “Get
Out To Vote” campaign in
Tallahassee was discovered,
along with my volunteer work
with FAMU Green Coalition.
They saw something in me that
they wanted to harness and
further empower.”
Soto is tasked to organize
veteran organizations throughout
the state to push forth a state
energy policy. By consulting
with representatives of the U.S.
Department of Defense and the

Central Intelligence Agency
(CIA) regarding the facts and
figures and how it relates to
national security, he attained the
essential knowledge needed to
do the job.
Since starting his new
position, Soto has been working
on a proposal that will get
Florida’s 38 percent joblessveterans, who possess the
training and skills in solar technology, to take advantage of the
renewable source industry.
The
Truman
National
Security Project is a national
security leadership institute, the
nation’s only organization that
recruits, trains and positions a
new generation of progressives
across America to lead on
national security. Its mission is to
provide the skills, knowledge
and network to create an influential force of leaders across the
country that advances strong
progressive national security
policy.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

First Baptist Institutional Church

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Mission Statement:
Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

If you are brokenhearted in spirit, unable to forgive, dealing with issues
of love, anger, deception, betrayal, lied and cheated, and kicked to the curb. Tune into this weekly
broadcast for an empowering and anointed word thru God’s Radio Angel and messenger.

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

Princess Denise Wright
Radio Host /
TV Personality

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Need Prayer: Call Matters of the Heart Unity Prayer Line ( Mon-Wed-Fri)
5:30 AM- 6:30 AM (ph# 1-641-715-3200) access code: 135478 ( hit # sign)
Sunday Radio Broadcast: WNQM-1300AM ( Nashville, TN. ) 11:45 AM - 12:00 PM
Live streaming audio ( www.wwcr.com) click WNQM
Thursday Nights: 9:15 PM - 9:30 PM ( EST)
Universal Christian Radio: www.universalchristianradio.com
Saturdays: 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM ( EST) Matters of the Heart Radio & Connecting Point
Ministries, Pastor Kisha Jordan, Radio Ministry Jackie Mc Gee
( Love, Joy, Peace & Holy Spirit Radio Ministry)

Email: princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com•727-289-2475 (bus)
www.mattersoftheheartministry.org

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.” Psalms 51:10

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH
Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

United for Christ

10th Street Church Of God

Freewill Baptist Church

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

(727) 898-9407
Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Friendship

Wednesday Night Bible Study ......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service .............................11:00 a.m.

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

Friday Night: 8:00 p.m.

3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.

727-258-4993
www.ufcfbaptistchurch.org

SERVICE TIMES

Missionary Baptist Church

Sunday................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving

Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study

Thursday..........7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana

“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

Sabbath Day (Saturday)
• Prayer – 10:00 a.m.
• Sabbath School
10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
• Afternoon Worship 1:30 p.m.

Bishop James W. Paschal - Pastor
930 18th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-550-2521
“Come to the House where Jesus is Lord and the anointing of God is the Teacher”

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

SERVICES
Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Sunday

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday

Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday

Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Thursday

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

PLACE YOUR
CHURCH DIRECTORY
AD HERE!!
CALL 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK

OF

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015
THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida
Rev. Brian K. Brown

By The Word of Faith Church Inc.
558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Service Times and Schedules
EVERY TUESDAY-THURSDAY FROM 10 AM - 2 PM
COME AND GET A BAG OF FOOD ONCE A MONTH

Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00
Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

CHURCH NEWS
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach the
lost with the gospel of Jesus
Christ.”
Sunday, April 17 at 10 a.m.,
our One-80 Teen Ministry
presents, “My Way or His Way?
in our Youth Chapel, 921 20th
Street South. All teens are
invited to be part of this
awesome worship experience!
Our Children and Youth
Ministry invites all youth to their
continuing “The Armor of God”
Series, 6:30 p.m. Wednesdays
through June 15. Teens will learn

God’s truth through interactive
and Christian life-building
lessons. FMI: info@mzprogressive.org.
Easter Services: We invite the
community to join us as we give
thanks on Easter Sunday, April
24, at our 7:45 a.m. and 10 a.m.
worship services. We’ll have
worship services geared for all
ages, and encourage everyone to
dress casually. Come, and let us
rejoice together!
Calling All Women: Our
Women’s ministry worships at
Bay Vista Park - 1401 62nd

Avenue South - 6 p.m. Tuesday,
April 26. Bring your bible, chairin-a-bag and let’s have fellows h i p d u ri n g t h i s ex ci t i n g ,
uplifting and revitalizing Bible
Study.
Mid-Day Bible Study: 30Minutes can make a difference in
your life! Join us for Mid-Day
Bible Study Wednesdays, Noon12:30 p.m.
in our Main
Sanctuary.
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church, 955
20th St. S. Phone: 727-8944311. www.mzprogressive.org.

St. John Missionary Baptist Church
The Youth Department of
Saint John Missionary Baptist
Church, 3200 5th Ave So, St.
Petersburg, Pastor Norris L
Martin Sr., will be hosting an Old
School and New School Musical
and More Program April 30, at 7
p.m.
We are seeking members that
were part of the Mass Choir of

Saint John Missionary Baptist
Church. Please contact Ashley
Johnson at phone 727-254-8360
or come to rehearsal April 19, at 6
p.m.
Fiftieth Anniversary
Celebration, “The Year of
Jubilee,” “49 years of laboring in
God’s vineyard for the year of
Jubilee,” Leviticus 25: 8-15. April

7, 7:00 p.m., True Light Pastor,
Charlie Ward; April 8, 7:00 p.m.,
Greater St. Paul Pastor, Clyde
Williams; April 10, 7:30 a.m.,
True Light Rev. Ulas Butler;
11:00 a.m., Bethel Baptist Pastor,
Phil Morris, Adel, GA. You are
welcome to fellowship with us at
our picnic immediately after the
11:00 a.m. service.

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
“The Ship - One Lord, One
Faith, One Baptism, One
Church.”
F riends hip M issiona ry
Baptist Church is a family of
believers in Christ, reaching out
to the world, preaching the
gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by
demonstrating the love of
Christ.
Lent (Season of Lent:
March 9 – April 23). Lent
consists of the forty days before
Easter in which Christians
prepare to celebrate the resur-

rection of Jesus Christ by practicing the spiritual disciplines of
fasting, prayer, and penitence.
Sundays are always excluded as
fast days during Lent because
they are mini-Easters that
symbolize the weekly celebration of Jesus’ resurrection.
Come celebrate our Risen
Lord and Savior Sunday, April
24. There will be three services
of praise: 6:00 a.m., 8:30 a.m.,
and 10:00 a.m.
Prayer still works for the
glory of God. Come join us each
Wednesday for Noonday Bible

Study or each Wednesday at 7
p.m. as we study the Book of
Hebrews, facilitated by Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr.
Youth Enrichment – Awana
curriculum convenes Thursday
at 7 p.m. First Lady Teresa
Evans is the director of Youth
Ministry.
FMBC is located at
3 3 0 0 3 1 s t S t reet S o u t h ,
St. Petersburg, 33712. Our
telephone number: 727-9068300. Don’t forget to visit our
website:www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The Ship!

10th Street Church of God and
New Hope Missionary Baptist Church
The Drama and Performing
Arts Ministries of 10th Street
Church of God and New Hope
Missionary Baptist Church present
an Easter production, “Jesus,
Guilty?”, Friday, April 22, 7:00
p.m. at New Hope Missionary

Baptist Church 2120 19th Street
South. Come and witness firsthand
the trial, crucifixion and resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. This event is open to the
public and one that you don’t want
to miss!

If transportation is needed,
please contact the church office at
10th ST COG 898-9407 or call
New Hope Missionary Baptist
Church’s transportation line and
leave a message at 894-7370 no
later than April 19.

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown,
official staff of deacons and
trustees, and the entire congregation extends to the
community at large, its wish
for an overflowing of God’s
blessings upon their lives. St.
Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has as its
central theme, a belief that we
are a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering
for and thirsting after the
enlightened word of God. At
St. Mark, we are Christians
willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for His
awesome gift, His son Jesus
Christ.
St. Mark M. B. Church is
seeking a full-time Christian
musician for the music department. Playing the piano is
expected and the ability to play
the organ and read music is
desirable. Applicants must
have a minimum of five years
of experience with church
music and choirs. Resumes of
interested persons must be sent
to 1301 37th Street South, St.

Petersburg, FL 33711. If you
have questions, please call the
office at (727) 321-6631 Rev.
Brian K. Brown is the Pastor.
Calendar Events for
April
.April 15 - Church Outing
at Mount Calvary Baptist
Church at 7:00 p.m.
April 17 - General Mission
“Red and White” Program at
4:00 p.m. The speaker and
guest church will be the Rev.
Robert Ward and the Mt.
Moriah Church family.
April 19 - Church Outing at
New Jerusalem Baptist Church
at 7:30 p.m.
April 22 - Good Friday
April 24 - 7:00 a.m.
Resurrection Sunday-Sunrise
Service, 9:30 a.m. Children
and Youth Ministry Easter
Presentation.
April 25 - PIZZA Ministry
from 6 - 8:00 p.m.
Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts
each Sunday at 9:30 a.m. All
are invited to come out and
join us.

Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5:00 p.m.
Members and the general
public are invited to study the
Bible with us a n d l e a r n
“ W h a t B a p t i s t Believe”.
C h i l d r e n a n d Yo u t h
Ministry Meetings are held
every Monday at 6:00 p.m.
Children in the community are
welcome to join us.
Yo u n g A d u l t M i n i s t r y
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study).
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday
at 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Thursday
at 7:00 p.m.
St Mark Computer Lab and
Computer Class Hours:
Computer Lab Hours:
Tuesday and Thursday only
(4-6 p.m.) Saturday Mornings
10 a.m.-12 noon.
Computer Class Hours:
Tu e s d a y a n d T h ur s d a y
only 6-7:00 p.m. Saturday
Mornings 10 a.m.-12 noon.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist
Church, “God’s House in the
City,” under the leadership of
Dr Rickey L. Houston extends
an invitation to the community
to join us as we declare the
living Word of God. Join us at
9:00 a.m. for Sunday School
and at 10:15 a.m. for worship
service. Bible Study and Teen
Summit/Children Rising are
held Wednesday evenings, at
7:00.
We are committed to a
Christ-centered, peoplecentered, team-centered and
Bible-based ministry; with priorities focused on love, forgiveness, unity, peace and
growth. We celebrate in
worship, we care for one
another, we cultivate the fullest

spiritual life possible both individually and corporately; and
we communicate God’s truth at
every opportunity. Living out
these principles results in a
kaleidoscope of ministries for
all ages and interests. We also
encourage the community to
make use of our Prayer Line.
727-321-9645.
The evangelism and prayer
ministries are actively
preparing for an Evangelism
Seminar/Prayer Breakfast
Saturday, May 7, 8:30-10:30
a.m. The theme is “He who
Wi n n e t h S o u l s i s Wi s e ”
(Proverbs 11:30, Matthew
28:19) and will be addressing
witnessing. The seminar and
breakfast are free. Join these
ministries in their effort to

achieve the necessary tools to
spread God’s word.
Upcoming Events:
Men’s Fraternity Session
( 6 ) T h u r s d a y, A p r i l 1 4 ,
6:00 p.m.
Sunrise Service - Sunday
April 24, 7:00 a.m.
Mission Tea - Sunday May
15, 4:00 p.m.
Elizabeth Howard
Scholarship Banquet Saturday, May 22, 6:00 p.m.
Shepherds of Love Seminar
Saturday, May 28, 8:30 a.m.
“Driven by God’s
Faithfulness: His will done on
Earth as in Heaven in 2011”
Matthew 6:10
Email:bchurch5@tampaba
y.rr.com
Website: www.bmmbc.org

Church News due by 4:00 p.m. on Monday of each week
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